
Sustainable Development 
& Respective Initiatives

in Rethymno Municipality

Pepi Birliraki –

Municipal Councilor of Tourism, 

Municipality of Rethymno



RETHYMNO MUNICIPALITY

3rd largest 

municipality in 

Crete.

Population: 62.886

Area: 397,48 km2

Density: 158 res./km2



A modern city with long 
history and traditional culture



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

A mode of human development in which, resource use aims to meet human needs while 
preserving the environment

From our point of view: 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IS AN INVESTMENT FOR THE FUTURE



• 2011: Covenant of Mayors
• 2015: Mayors Adapt 
• 2017: Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy
• Measures for Energy Saving and Environmental       

Protection
• Raise Awareness of Citizens, visitors, entrepreneurs 

and local stakeholders

Our Vision



Sustainable Development
Action Plan

Mayors Adapt MEDEEA European Energy Award

Sustainable Energy
Action Plan

Sustainable Mobility
Plan

Political Commitment



SUSTAINABLE ENERGY

Actions taken so far:

• Street Lighting improvement by implementation of 
energy saving systems and by replacing the existing lamps 
with energy efficient ones. FIRST LED LUMINAIRES 
INSTALLED – 7.000 to be replaced. 

• Improvement of the energy efficiency of municipal 
buildings (Town Hall – 1 High School)

• Implementation Bioclimatic upgrades (1 Square 
completed – 1 under construction).

• Systematically following and trying to improve the 
industrial RES installation policy in the Crete region.



European Projects for
Sustainable Energy



Sustainable Mobility Actions

➢ E.V. Charging Stations

➢ Municipal Electric Car

➢ 1st electric Bus for P.T. in Greece

➢ UCO Collection transformation to BioDiesel



Recycling Cooking Oil

The RecOil Project (http://www.recoilproject.eu/index.php/en) aimed to increase

sustainable biodiesel production and its local market intake by enhancing

household used cooking oil collection and transformation Rethymno municipality in

collaboration with the Renewable and Sustainable Energy Systems Laboratory of

the Technical University of Crete and a private UCO collector has set up a new

Used Cooking Oil (UCO) collection system.

http://www.recoilproject.eu/index.php/en


CASTWATER

• The project aims to:

– identify data gaps studying relevant needs, potential impact, practices and policies

– develop common tools & joint actions to monitor, and assess sustainable tourism 
water management

– pilot-test the developed tools to ensure their integration into the territorial policy 
context

• Audits on 
demand & 
supply

• Improved 
measures and 
actions

Policy 
support 

on

• Integrated 
sustainable tourism 
water management

• Reduction of water 
consumption

To 
achieve



CASTWATER -Outcomes

✓ Evaluation toolkit for public authorities to monitor & 
assess sustainable tourism water management

✓ Capacity building resources for public authorities on 
sustainable tourism water management

✓ Validated & tested online tool to monitor performance 
on ”Sustainable tourism water management”

✓ Transferability plans for public authorities and tourism 
stakeholders of the partners areas



PLASTECO

➢ “Supporting EU regions to curb plastics 
waste and littering”

➢ Total budget €1,548,730.00  ERDF 
contribution €1,281,836.60  National 
contributions  €266,893.40

➢ 8 partners - 8 countries

➢ Managing Authorities of territorial  
operational programmes - Regional 
Development Agencies - Environment 
agencies - Knowledge experts

Improve the economics 
and  quality of plastics
recycling

Drive investments and  
innovation towards 
circular  solutions

Curb plastic waste and
littering

Eradicate single-use 
plastics  from regional 
value chains



COMPOSE

• Following Green Partnerships Rethymno 
Municipality joined COMPOSE project as an 
associate partner

• Aim: A holistic approach for developing local energy 
plans, exploiting the local potential and enhancing 
local action groups, local supply partnerships, local 
capacities and skills

• Implementation of a new Smart UCO Collection 
System

– 12 collection points in Rethymn

– 30 in the greater area



THANK YOU

Pepi Birliraki
Municipal Councilor of Tourism, 

Municipality of Rethymno

www.rethymno.gr

Http:\\Rethymno.guide

enjoy RETHYMNO from above.mp4

